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Daylight Saving 

Time begins 

Sunday, March 9. 

    Starting  March 13 at  6:00 pm, we will have the first of this year’s six 
Lenten soup suppers.  The last supper will be Maundy Thursday, April 
17.  Everyone is invited to attend and participate in a simple meal and 
fellowship time.  You can come to one or all of the suppers. 

   Child care opens at 6:30 each evening so kids can share supper with 
their family. 

   As usual, volunteers are welcome.  Every meal we need 2 or 3 loaves of 
bread,  some peanut butter sandwiches, and 2 large pots of yummy soup.  
Help setting up and cleaning up is also needed. 

   For more information, or volunteer, contact Kathy Glass at 
KreativeKathyG@aol.com,  916-454-5335 or call the church office. 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers   

Thursday evenings 6:00 pm 

March 13—April 17 

mailto:KreativeKathyG@aol.com
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   Be transformed! 

   On March 5, Ash Wednesday, we will enter together the season of  Lent. The Lenten season 
includes forty weekdays and five Sundays before Holy Week. As we journey through this special 
season, some spend the time in self-examination and reflection as modeled by Jesus who prayed and 
fasted for 40 days before beginning his ministry. Some will choose to give up something for the 
purpose of  self-discipline. In the early Christian church around the end of  the third century, Lent 
was a time for those adults who were to be baptized at the Easter Vigil service to enter into their 
final preparations before they could become full members of  the church. Simply speaking, Lent is a 
season of  preparation for the experience of  transformation in us to deepen our faith and 
relationship with God. What is your spiritual goal of  the Lenten journey?  

   The Christian life is all about transformation. In order to be a Christian, you need to be born 
again by the Holy Spirit. It is an example of  transformation in God. Our Methodist church’s 
mission statement reminds us saying, “We make disciples of  Jesus Christ for the transformation of  
the world.” We are called to be partners of  God for changing this world into God’s better place. But 
we cannot transform this world without transforming ourselves first. Lent is a perfect opportunity 
to prepare ourselves to know God and to be transformed! 

   When Jesus was asked what the most important 
commandment was, his response was: “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind. This is the greatest and first 
commandment.” There are a variety of ways that we can 
develop our knowledge of and love of God. These include 
Prayer, Worship, Fasting and Conversation with other 
Christians. Especially for our spiritual activity and exercise 
during Lent, we will be focusing on prayer practice for the 
experience of transformation in us. Our Lenten theme is “Give 
New Life to Your Prayer Practice!” I want to invite you to join 
our Fair Oaks United Methodist’s prayer practice participating 
in the ‘prayer tree’. It is simple. Our worship ministry team is 
going to put a ‘barren tree’ in the sanctuary. Every time you 
come to church, either on Sundays or Thursday Soup Suppers, 
you will be invited to write down a prayer or word on a blank 
paper leaf and put that on our prayer tree. The prayer themes 
for each week are forgiveness, acceptance, hope, family, 
community and love.  

   My hope is that we can experience powerful transformation in us through our prayer practice. 
Come and join our special Lenten journey and see how the Spirit of God works within us. Let’s be 
transformed!  

 
Blessings, 

Be Transformed!  By Pastor Jeong Park 
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Prayer Requests 
   Prayers of joy for the Park family! 
 Pastor Jeong and Youngjae 
welcomed new baby Joshua this 
morning at 8:58 am.  He is 7 lbs, 9 
oz. and 19 inches long. Everyone is 
doing fine but Youngjae did need to 
have a c-section.  Prayers of healing 
for her as well. And let's pray for 
Jacob too as he begins his new role 
as big brother!  

   Terri Himes asks for prayers for 
her mother, Ann Goodson.  Ann 
broke the other side of her pelvis 
and is also having an inner ear 
problem that is causing her to fall and have 
balance problems.  She recently had a procedure 
to hopefully help with the inner ear problem. 

Please pray that she heals quickly 
and comfortably.  

   Joann Owens asks for prayers for 
a housecleaning job or any kind of 
job.  Please pray that God will 
provide for her needs.  

   Dale Doty asks for prayers for his 
father and his entire family.  Dale's 
mother passed away on Feb. 5th. 
 Please pray for comfort and peace 
of mind for the Doty family.  

   Joy Gilberg asks for prayers for 
her brother, Jay, as he has surgery 

for removal of a brain tumor in Manila, 
Philippines.  Please pray for a successful and 
uncomplicated surgery, quick healing, and 
recovery. 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 
   Please keep Jewel Gilmore, Sue McGee, Stan 
and Alma Andrus, Lola Morphis, Roger and 
Norma Bennett, Margy Lauritzen, and all of our 
church members and friends who may not make it 
to church regularly in your prayers. 

Do you have prayer requests? 
Contact Nancy Klanjac  

(nanklan1@aol.com; 967-5427), so the 
members of our prayer chain can pray for 

you, or contact the Church Office 
(office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to 

have your requests printed in the Acorn. 

   Life's Challenges provides support for persons coping with difficult challenges 
such as divorce, unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial problems and more.  
We offer opportunities for renewal, restoration and kinship in a safe, nurturing and 
confidential environment.  
   Call the Church Office 961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge or Bob Gilberg for 
more information.  

Life’s Challenges Support Group for Men and Women 

March 5 and 19, 6 pm in the Library 
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To:  FOUMC 

From:  Heifer International 
   “As your local Heifer International staff  person, I 
am writing to thank you for your generous donation 
of  $5,000.  Your support and commitment to 
sustainable solutions means so much to our project 
partners around the world.   
   “This is both a critical and opportunistic time, as 
Heifer has the chance to lead what has been called the 
livestock revolution—to demonstrate to the world the 
power and potential of  the family farmer—the 
majority of  them women.  To succeed requires Heifer 
to think different, work differently, and in response 
we are scaling up, expanding our capacities to help 
ensure that people can feed themselves, their 

neighbors, and the world.  Heifer has some exciting new projects where our model, with our limited 
resources, can strengthen more families and make the greatest progress toward ending hunger and 
poverty; not managing it or easing it—ending it. 
   “Thank you for all you do for our community, and to make our world a better place.” 

Thank you to the Wickers for the best-looking 
campus we’ve seen in a while! 

Thank you to Nancy Edwards for our Lenten 
announcement slides. 

Thank you to all who made the recent Spiritual 
Retreat possible and successful! 

Thank you to Mary McCollum, Betty Phillips, Bob 
Gilberg, Cynthia Wold, Mary Maret, Margo 
Williams, Gretchen Hatfield, and everyone who 
jumped in last week to cover Pastor Jeong’s earlier 
than expected Paternity Leave! 

To:  FOUMC Pinochle Group 

From:  World Gospel Mission 
   “World Gospel Mission has received with great appreciation your 
contribution in memory of  Tom Houghton.  Thank you for 
choosing to memorialize this life by helping others to know Christ.  
Your gift to worldwide missions outreach will make a difference for 
eternity.” 
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   We have been blessed with the arrival of a new child.   The Pastor and his wife had a beautiful 
baby boy on February 27th.  His name is Joshua and he was 7 lbs 9 oz and 19 inches long. 

   As a result of this delivery, our pastor is allowed 8 weeks of paid paternity leave.  He is choosing 
to take the 8 weeks in pieces and began his leave on Friday, February 28th.   He remains on leave for 
the month of March.   He then plans to return for the month of April and lead us through Easter.  
After Easter he will return to his leave status and take the remaining time.  It is very gracious of 
him to split his time in order to be present during Easter.   

   During this leave period, the church is responsible for his paid salary.  In addition, members are 
responsible for the administration of our church services, activities and day to day business.  This 
is something we know how to do well.   

   Arrangements have been made for Sunday services.  Don Fado, Bob Gilberg and Mary 
McCollum will be our guest preachers.   Mary has also graciously offered to keep office hours on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon. In addition, Mary and Betty Phillips will be 
available for any pastoral care needs that our pastor would normally handle.  Our District 
Superintendent has also assured us that he is available if we need any assistance from the District. 
He should be contacted through the Staff Parish Relations Committee   

   During this period Pastor Jeong should not be contacted for any church business.  Leave means 
that he has been temporarily relieved of his church responsibilities.  Contacting him about Joshua 
or other personal details is between you and the pastor.  Please honor this time he has with his 
family.    

 

Pastoral Leave  

By Gretchen Hatfield,  

Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair 

   Coffee with Pastor Jeong will be held on Sunday, April 6, after worship in 
Spencer.  Join Pastor Jeong and members of our Hospitality Ministry to learn 
more about our church and becoming a member. 

   New membership classes will be held in June after Pastor Jeong’s paternity 
leave has ended. 

   Contact the Church Office if you have any questions. 

Coffee with Pastor Jeong 

and 

New Membership Classes 
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Sale dates and times: 
Thursday, April 3rd:  8am-1pm 
Friday, April 4th:  8am-1pm 
Saturday, April 5th:  8am-1pm 
 
Collection dates and times (and by appointment): 
Monday, March 31st:  9am-2pm and 6pm-8pm 
Tuesday, April 1st:  9am-7pm 
Wednesday, April 2nd:  9am-2pm and 6pm-8pm 
 
Volunteers Needed! 

Food/hospitality committee to provide food and beverages. 

Volunteers need to pick up items and bring them to the church. 

Dedicated people to make sure that our outreach ministries are promoted and that we are 
available to pray with people. These people will also be free to decide whether someone is in 
need and have the power to donate items to people who may not be able to afford them. 

Cashiers and counters. 
 

Sign up sheets for volunteering and donating are available in the Narthex. 
 
   We welcome/request your clean and gently used items as well as new/unused items as generous 
donations to support the life and mission of our church.  Items needed include:  clothing, bedding, 
pillows, towels, seasonal items, books, DVDs, VHS tapes, cassette tapes, players, children’s toys, 
high chairs, car seats, playpens, kitchen and household items, computers, sports equipment, 
furniture, and much more.  Please try to avoid bringing broken damaged or unusable items to 
donate. 
   This event is staffed in its entirety by volunteers so we welcome/request your time as well. 
 If you still want to help and neither of these options suit you, this year it has been decided that 
food is necessary to the disposition of the volunteers that will be representing our church to our 
local community. 
   Our goal this year is not only "Open Hearts Open Minds and Open Doors" but also 
smiling happy people with welcoming faces. Also, new this year we will be setting up 
information tables and have persons available to discuss our various outreach and caring 
ministries. These people will make sure that our outreach ministries are promoted and that we are 
available to pray with people. These people will be free to decide whether someone is in need of 
any of the items for sale and have the power to donate items to people  who may not be able to 
afford them. 

For Love Growth and Service We Reach Out. 
 

Fair Oaks UMC Annual Rummage Sale  

By Ruby Wicker 
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   All ladies are invited to lunch at Applebee’s in the Bel Air/
Gold River shopping center on March 7 at 12 noon.  See Doris 
Ashworth for more details. 

Ladies’ Luncheon at Applebee’s 

Friday, March 7 at Noon 

   Licensed Counselor, Nancy Ellis-Cawley, continues to lead 
the Women's Support Group on alternating Monday 
evenings from 6:30-8:00 pm in the Teen Room (backside of 
Potter next to the Nursery).  The focus of the Women’s 
Support Group is to identify hurts, habits or hang-ups that 

hinder our being in relationship with God.  Also, to experience the benefit of fellowship that comes 
from being in a small group.   

   Please contact Laurel Jensen for more information: laureljensen@ix.netcom.com or call (916) 903-
6061. 

Women’s Support Group  

March 3, 17, and 31 

   On March 7, 2014 (6—8 pm) is our  Fair Oaks UMC Tongan Ministry’s turn to host the 
Sacramento Area World Wide Women Prayer Day at our church. We have this event every year at 
different churches here in the Sacramento area. The service includes bible reading, prayer, 
sermon, stories from around the world of the poorest countries, etc. led by women from different 
Tongan churches in the Sacramento area.  There will be music and choirs from different churches 
and we expect a full house. Our FOUMC Tongan Group will also provide snacks afterwards. 

Sacramento Area World Wide  

Women Prayer Day  

by Daniel Palu 
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   For all intents and purposes, the parking lot is finished.  A little “tweaking” 
remains but nothing major. 

   The deck railing is still not in place.  A new contractor may be sought in the 
very near future. 

   The choir now has a video screen that faces them.  The sound system has 
been reported being left on or not properly shut down after use, prompting 
the fabrication of a security cover or new design, in addition to posted 
shutdown procedures. 

   The church is now the proud owner of two storage containers on the west 
parking lot.  Sierra Service Project has left them for our use.  Possible uses 
include storage of materials for future rummage sales, Jiffy Fixers storage, 
landscaping tool storage, etc. 

   The new deck plants (ceanothus) are in, thanks to Joe Maret.  They are very pretty when blooming 
and are very drought tolerant. 

   More security cameras have been installed in Spencer as a precaution against intrusive visitors.  The 
video storage is held off-site. 

   If you see or find an area on our campus in need of repair or a possible safety risk, shoot a note to 
the Church Office and it will get to the Trustees. 

Our Trustees by Lance Bach 

Finance Ministry by Ellen Frosch 
   Greetings everyone.  As I write this article I am thinking about the spiritual retreat that we just 
finished.  This was a wonderful experience to help us to remember to keep focused on our two 
Methodist core endeavors, those being spiritual holiness and social holiness.  I wish that everyone 
could have participated, it was THAT good…..really. 

   Below is the report of income and expenses for the month 
of January.  Some of the church expenses are paid on a 
quarterly basis, and this January we had a quarterly bill of 
$7,808 that is included in our total expenses.  Even allowing 
for this, our income is falling short.  There is a Task Team 
forming that will be looking at ways to solve this gap. 

  January 2014  Year-to-Date  
     

Income $10,688  $10,688 

Expenses $22,018  $22,018 
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   Open enrollment for Fall 2014 for the community starts on March 17th.  
   Please call Elizabeth at 961-0368 or email at littleschool@sbcglobal.net to schedule a tour and 
pick up a registration form.   

Little Methodist School  

   It has been a great time of discovery, connections and exploring relationships at SWAG last 
month. I am enthusiastic to announce that we have just made new friends and connections with the 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry at St. Mark's UMC. I was able to meet and spend a fun time 
sharing ideas and planning opportunities for inter-fellowship with Sade Williams, the Youth Director 
of St. Mark's. In fact, they will be coming over to visit and spend one Thursday night with our 
SWAG teens this coming March 13th. I am excited for that opportunity to share and learn together 
about our faith and build each other up as disciples of Jesus Christ.   

   Also, I am about to go on a personal mission trip to the Philippines, and this is another big 
opportunity for global collaboration, outreach, ministry and to build bridges for new relationships. 
Please pray that I will be able to serve the survivors of typhoon Haiyan with the love and 
compassion of Jesus Christ and practically help in the rebuilding and restoration needs of the people 
and the locale. I look forward to coming back with wonderful testimonies of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in that place.   

   Finally, we are planning and preparing for a summer missions event in collaboration with the 
young people of the different churches in our circuit. More information will be gathered as we seek 
God's leading, pray, and plan for the details of this project. This is definitely another step forward in 
pursing greater relationships within our communities at the same time serving the needs of the 
people in our midst. We thank God for His guidance and wisdom in this matter. After all, He is the 
author and sustainer of all relationships.   

A Step Forward in Community and Global Relationships 

By Joy Gilberg 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the Teen Room 

mailto:littleschool@sbcglobal.net
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Supporting Family Promise and 

Rancho Cordova UMC 

   Have you heard the Word? “And the crowds asked him, ‘What then 
shall we do?’ And he answered them, ‘Whoever has two tunics is to share with 
him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise’.” (Luke 3:10-11). 
In November we met with Family Promise and the Rancho 
Cordova UMC and signed on to be a support church to help feed and shelter homeless families in 
Sacramento. In February, several of our church families and members had the opportunity to 
partner with Rancho Cordova UMC to prepare and serve meals for young families endeavoring to 
rebuild their lives. Children from our church brought games and crafts to share with the families 
we were serving as we spent time in fellowship with them. Children and adults sat around a table 
together playing games and crafting charm bracelets. After all was done and we finished cleaning 
up, one of our church families spent the night at Ranch Cordova UMC to care for the families and 
assure they were off safely and on-time the next morning.  

   Rancho Cordova UMC hosts families from Family Promise for one week every quarter. We 
received so much joy from supporting Family Promise and Rancho Cordova UMC, we are now 
reaching out to St. Marks to offer more support. If you are interested in finding out more about 
this ministry, please contact Bob Gilberg.  

“Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy” (Psalm 126:2).  

Fair Oaks UMC Outreach Ministries 

By Bob Gilberg 

   The new books are in!  Come and join us at 9:00 a.m. on 
Sunday mornings! 
   This quarter we will be discussing Jesus' Fulfillment of 
Scripture.   
   "The Bible vigorously affirms that God has a plan for human 
life.  This quarter's lessons remind us that God's plan has the 
cross of Christ at the center.  As we experience life, we find it 
filled with discouragements, injustice, and suffering.  In Christ 
God takes all of that on himself, enabling us to have meaning, 
purpose, and hope that reach beyond the worst of the world 
and welcomes us into God's eternal kingdom."  

Adult Bible Study & Sunday School  

By Loren Guffey 
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Has your Ministry changed its regular meeting day 
or time?  Whether the change is a one-time 
occurrence or a year-long calendar change, don’t 
forget to notify the Church Office.  It’s important 
to keep the church calendar up-to-date so that 
we always know what rooms are available and when! 

Studies show that more keys on your key ring equals 
more stress in your life.  De-clutter your key ring, 
reduce stress levels, and simplify your life — turn 
in any church keys that you no longer need.  
Remember, you can always check them out again! 

 

Usher’s Corner by Jeff Couch 
Sound system:  We have had problems recently with people changing the settings on the sound 
system.  It has caused numerous problems, including loud screeching noises that everyone hates, 
when we try to use the system on Sunday.  This has also led to problems with recording the service.  
I would hate for us not to have recordings available for people who miss the service.  If you need to 
use the system and are not sure how to use it, please see one of us and we will gladly show you how it 
operates.  If I can do it, it isn’t that complicated. 

   The sound system has two purposes.  The most obvious reason is 
so people can hear you.  Our voices fluctuate and don’t carry as well 
as we think in the church.  The microphones make is much easier to 
hear you.  The hand held microphones are a close range 
microphone that you need to keep close to you.  The pulpit 
microphone is a very good speaking microphone which means you 
should stay approximately 6 inches or more away from it because it 
will pick up everything.  The second reason for the microphones is 
so the recorder can pick up what is being said.  We don’t want 
people who missed the service to miss portions of it when they 
listen to the recording. 

Hymnals:  Please keep an eye out for hymnals which have wandered away.  They like to hide on 
Sunday mornings so help us put them back to work by returning any you find that are hiding. 

Odds and ends:  Please remember that the back counter area is where the ushers work on Sunday 
morning.  We need the counter on Sunday morning to put out all the stuff we use for service.  We 
also have to get into the cabinets before and during service.  There are many quality seats in the 
Sanctuary to use, so no one is forced to stand along the back counter to listen to service. 
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   Calling all artists, do you have an artistic talent (painting, pottery, 
woodworking, etc.)? How about sharing it with others by a display 
in our library? Mary McCollum is the first to do just that.  Next time 
you are in the library, notice the art work over the Art/History 
section.  It is a beautiful watercolor painted by Mary, titled 
“Reflection in Snow.” 

   There are some new books in the Library.  In the fiction section, 
you’ll find:  A Lineage  of Grace – Five stories of unlikely women 
who changed eternity by Francine Rivers; The Silver Star by 
Jeannette Walls, author of The Glass Castle and Half Broke Horses; 
and Eye of the Bear by Naida West.  Naida West is a local writer 
and this book was the FOUMC book club selection for January.  In 
the biography/memoir section, look for Henry’s Chapel by Stephen 
Reese Henry.  Mary McCollum referenced this book in her sermon 
in December. 

Check Out the Church Library! by Helena Hurst 

   Joan Mayberry is having a show of her paintings 
downtown at Capitol Artworks, 1215 21st St., Suite B, 
Sacramento.  The dates are March 8: 6:00-9:00 p.m. and 
April 12: 6:00-9:00 p.m.   

   Please show your support of our talented artists 
and their works! 

Local Art Showing 

Over 80s Group  

by Mary McCollum 
   Here’s a heads up on the next quarterly gathering: mark 
your calendars for Sat., May 3, noon at Mary McCollum’s 
home for a guaranteed hilarious time together.  You won’t 
want to miss this! 
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Heifer International:  Fill an Ark Again? 

By Virginia Guffey & Dedra Beauchamp 

   The Heifer International Ministry has set a goal to fill another Ark in 2014.  Is that 

ambitious or unrealistic?  We are optimistic.  Why should we fill an Ark again?  Consider 

what we accomplished with the Ark we finished in December—this is what animals were on 

it, where they were sent and what they helped do for the needy people who received them: 

Planting a Future in Honduras   Maria Elsa lives in Azacualpa, Honduras.  She is President 

of the Southern Cashew Enterprise Associative—a women’s project, established in conjunction with Heifer 

International to promote entrepreneurial activities and provide rural women with additional income. 

   They received 200 cashew tree seedlings, buckets and soil from Heifer. 

   The money the group earns from cashew sales makes an immense difference in their lives by giving them 

a stable source of income.   

   It makes Maria Elsa feel safe knowing that she will have income.  

She is caring for two of her grandchildren and not only needs to 

put food on the table but like grandparents everywhere she also 

wants to give them a better life.  Maria Elsa says, “I want them to 

continue their studies until they are professionals.” 

Story and picture taken from “The 

Most Important Gift Catalog in the 

World”.  Pick up a copy on the 

Heifer Table in the Narthex. 

   We plan to have a special emphasis on Ark donations each month.  In February, we raised 

$38 with our Bee My Valentine flowers.  Thank you to all who supported our promotion.  

For March, our spotlight is on tree seedlings.  Did you know that for $60 (or a share of $10), 

a family will receive enough fruit or nut tree seedlings to start a small orchard?  
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ENDOWMENT MINISTRY 

Giving Retirement Savings by Susan Peters 

What to Do with Unspent Retirement Savings 
   We all want security for the future, which is why we are told to plan for retirement. Most of us hold 
retirement savings in assets such as IRAs, 401(k)s, 403(b)s and pensions. If you are like many people, 
you’ve held these assets for a long time and have seen them grow.  Because of the way these funds are 
distributed, you likely will not use all of your retirement money during your lifetime. So, the question 
for many individuals is, “What will I do with my unspent retirement savings?” If you are like most 
people, you will designate family members as beneficiaries of your retirement accounts. The problem 
with doing this is that most of your savings will never go to your loved ones. 
 

The Problem with Giving Your Retirement to Family 
   While most people would like to care for family members after they are gone, the problem with 
giving your unspent retirement savings to your family (other than your surviving spouse) is that the 
majority of your savings will be taxed. First, your estate will pay tax on the asset and then your family 
members will pay tax at their ordinary income rate resulting in very little of your remaining money 
actually going to your family.  The better solution is to give your family the assets that step up in basis 
at death such as stock and real estate. Unlike your retirement assets, these assets may be received and 
sold by your family without paying any tax. If you are looking for ways to save on estate tax, your 
retirement assets actually make a better gift to charity. This is because a charitable organization like 
our church can receive the entire asset tax-free and make use of it to further our mission. 
 

Retirement Assets for Life Income 
   You can make a gift to our church after your passing and care for your loved ones by creating a 
testamentary charitable remainder unitrust funded with your retirement assets. You can actually put 
this plan into motion now by creating the trust and making the trustee the beneficiary of your 
retirement funds. At your death, the trust will be funded and begin paying income to your loved ones. 
Your estate will benefit from an estate tax charitable deduction and you will rest easy knowing that 
your family and church are well cared for. 

 
Bequest of Retirement Assets 

   Perhaps the easiest way to make a gift of your 
retirement assets through your estate is with a bequest. 
Your attorney can help you include language in your will 
or trust directing that a gift be made to the church. The 
benefit is twofold. Your estate will receive a charitable 
deduction to help offset estate taxes and you will be 
happy knowing your gift will enable our church to 
continue ministry into the future. 
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ACORN NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 

(Usually the 4th Wednesday of the month at 9 am.  Exceptions noted below.) 

For April Acorn — Wednesday, March 26, 9 am 

For May Acorn — Wednesday, April 23, 9 am 

For June Acorn — Wednesday, May 28, 9 am 

For July Acorn — Wednesday, June 25, 9 am 

For August Acorn — Wednesday, July 23, 9 am 

For September Acorn — Wednesday, August 27, 9 am 

For October Acorn — Wednesday, September 24, 9 am 

For November Acorn — Wednesday, October 22, 9 am 

 

For December Acorn — Friday, November 21, 9am 

(Note:  This is the Friday before Church Council & before Thanksgiving.) 

For January 2015 Acorn — Monday, January 5, 9 am 

(Note:  This is the first Monday in January.) 



Page 16  

Friends of the Furry Four-Legged Variety! 

   The Girl Scouts have spent the first part of this year 
getting to know some four-legged friends!  The girls had 
the opportunity to learn about pet care and animal 
service jobs while touring the Front Street Animal 
Shelter.  The Brownies earned their "Pets" badge while 
the Daisies received a fun patch.  In addition, the girls 
brought donations of towels and blankets, as well as 
some treats and toys to show their new furry friends that 
the Scouts care about their needs and comfort.  The Girl 
Scouts continued to forge their bond with these animals 
by raising funds at their booth sales to donate directly to 
the shelter. 

   The Scouts also took part in a horseback riding adventure at JB Ranch in Elverta! The girls learned 
how to properly interact with horses, groom them and how to prepare for a ride.  As a reward for 
being such great students, the girls were allowed to take a horseback ride around the arena – what a 
grand finale to a grand day! 

 

It’s Cookie Time! 

   The Girl Scouts have been getting ready for cookie time!  The girls have been working towards 
earning their business badges by setting sales goals for our troop, planning creative marketing 
approaches and booth sale strategies!  Not only do cookies sales help the troop earn funds for their 
activities, as well as help support those less privileged, these opportunities aid the girls with practical 
life skills such as interacting with customers and practicing money handling.  Some troop members 

have also chosen to donate cookies by 
participating in the Project Thank You 
program.  Through the Girl Scouts’ 
partnership with the American Red Cross, 
cookies purchased through this program will 
be distributed to the brave military men and 
women in local VA hospitals. 

   To show our appreciation for the support 
of The Fair Oaks United Methodist Church 
membership, the girls will be leaving boxes 
of cookies in the main office on Wednesday, 
March 12! 

 

Greetings from the Girl Scouts 

By Catherine Blaisdell 
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Lenten Prayer Walks  

Saturdays 

March 1-April 12 

10:00 am 

   Meet in the UMC of Rancho Cordova 
parking lot and join us as we walk the 
neighborhood and get to know more about 
the people of our community.  Strollers and 
dogs and humans of all sizes are welcome! 

Western Railway Museum 

Saturday, March 29 
   The Methodist Men are planning a trip to 
the Western Railway Museum in Solano 
County.  You will have an opportunity to 
ride a vintage electric street car that runs on 
the original route that was used in the early 
1900’s.  There are tours of the workshop 
where you will be able to see the work that 
goes in the restoration of the street cars and 
view other vintage street cars that were once 
used in the area. 

Cost:  Adults $10 / Seniors $9 / Children $7 

Contact UMCRC to sign up. 

Kids’ Night In/ 

Grown-ups’ Night Out 

Sat., Mar. 22, 5-8 pm 

Nursery through           

Middle School 

   Bring the kids to Snyder Hall and enjoy a 
few hours of free time! 

   We will have nursery care, dinner, a movie, 
music and activities for the evening. The kids 
will have fun and so can you. Whether you 
are a parent, grandparent, or caregiver for a 
child, sign up for the evening. 

   Advance registration by March 19th 
requested. Contact Martha Haas by phone, 
text or email. 916-990-4956 or 
smarthaas@yahoo.com 

   Donation of $5.00 per family appreciated, 
but not required, to defray costs. 

   Sponsored by  
the Children’s Ministries Council. 
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 Book Club 

   March’s Book Club 
selection is The 
Execution by 
Sharon Cramer. 
From Amazon.com:  
“Parallel lives are fated to 
collide in The Execution, 
a medieval thriller, dark 

adventure, and tragic love story set in 
fourteenth century France. A young priest 
enters the prison cell of  a condemned 
mercenary and is shocked to see the face of  
this murderer is his own—a mirror image 
of  himself. Unknown to each other until 
now, the twins form a bond of  brotherhood, 
sealed with their darkest secrets. ”  

Bring a sack lunch and join us  

on March 24 at noon in the library! 

 

Pinochle 
 

 

 

 

 

   Sheri Johnson will host pinochle on 
Friday, March 14 at 6:30 pm in the 
Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of 
fellowship and fun. We will teach you to 
play Pinochle if you have never played 
before! 

Mark Your Calendar With  

These Upcoming Dates…. 

3/05  Ash Wednesday—Lent Begins 

3/09  Daylight Saving Time Begins 

4/03  Rummage Sale Begins 

4/12  Spring Work Day 

4/13  Palm Sunday 

4/17  Maundy Thursday 

4/18  Good Friday 

4/20  Easter Sunday 

4/26  Little Methodist School Trike-a-Thon 

4/26  SWAG Talent Show and Ice Cream Social 

5/03  Over 80s Group Gathering 

Jiffy Fixers  

By Jim Allen 
   Renee had a job interview this week. If it 
works out, we will need a replacement Jiffy 
Fixer. She has been a real help and we'll 
miss her. We need someone that can 
regularly come on Wednesday mornings. A 
retiree would be a good candidate but 
anyone with flexible 
hours could work out 
as well. No special 
skill is required but 
helpful. One with 
electrical skills would 
be especially helpful.   



MARCH MINISTRIES 
Use this page as a reminder of what you’ve signed up for. 

GREETERS 

2 Joanne Cossairt 

9 Sheri Johnson 

16 Phyllis Martin 

23  

30 SWAG Youth Group 

LITURGISTS 

2 Kathy Glass 

9 Elaine Bach 

16 Diane Sommer 

23  Betty Phillips 

30 SWAG Youth Group 

FLOWERS 

2 Kathy Glass 

9 no altar flowers in Lent 

16 no altar flowers in Lent 

23  no altar flowers in Lent 

30 no altar flowers in Lent 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 

2 Tongan Congregation 

9 Phinney/Couch/Floyd Team 

16 Mary and Joe Maret 

23  Ruby Wicker and Lora Allen 

30 Ellen Frosch 

COUNTERS 

2 Elaine Bach & Pat Eichner 

9 Ellen Frosch & Judy Shearer 

16 Renee Meyer 

23  Bill Floyd 

30  

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

 Lower Grades Upper Grades 

2 Phyllis Martin Ruby Wicker 

9 Adriane Samcoff  

16  Mary Maret 

23  Mary Ellen Milne Nancy Klanjac 

30  

HOW TO SIGN UP 

You can help out – try to sign up a month or more 

ahead of time. You can call the Church Office or 

sign up on the clipboard located on the Narthex 

Bulletin Board. Thanks for your help! 
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COMMUNION STEWARD 

Anne Rohwer 
COMMUNION SERVERS on March 2 

Elaine Bach 

Bill Floyd 

 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

2 Mary Maret 

9  

16  

23   

30 SWAG Youth Group 

EASY WORSHIP OPERATORS 

2 Andrew Maret 

9  

16 Andrew Maret 

23   

30 SWAG Youth Group/Andrew Maret 



The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by 

the Fair Oaks United Methodist Church and is 

distributed at the end of each month.  

Newsletters are also online at 

FairOaksUMC.org/#/find-out-more/newsletters. 

Next Deadline: Wed., Mar. 26, 2014 at 9:00 am.  

Submit articles to the Church Office in person 

or by email at office@fairoaksumc.org.  

Submissions may be edited for accuracy, 

length or clarity.   

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.  

Fair Oaks, CA 95628 

 

Phone: (916) 961-6631 

Fax: (916) 961-1572 

E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org 

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing 

spiritual growth for each individual, the 

church and the community. 

We’re on the web! 

www.fairoaksumc.org 

Fair Oaks  

United Methodist Church  


